
Manufacturers start with 
Quickbooks, Excel, and paper. 

It starts getting harder to track
things like inventory, work 
orders, costs, etc. 

Transactional volume increases, 
new employees (each with their own way 
of keeping track of things) are hired, t
hings are starting to get out of hand. 

A LOT of time at your company 
is spent 11' just trying to find things. 

(this is when you may realize 
you have a problem)* 

Someone has an idea 
of getting an inventory
plug-in for Quickbooks. 

That band-aid wears off 
pretty quickly after ii.  
growing a little bit more. 

 Somebody at the company 
bites the bullet and starts 
google searching "erp system 
for manufacturing affordable" 

IS ERP FOR ME?

ERP puts your data and processes into a centralized environment, 
so it’s fast and easy to find things, making it possible for you to grow and scale the business.

1-10  employees 11-20  employees 21-30  employees +31 employees
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What happens when you Google search for ERP?

01

02

03

ERP For SMB Companies 
(there are 1000's of these) 

ERP For SMB Manufacturing 
Companies (there are 100's of these) 

Modernized Web-based ERP For 
Manufacturing Companies 
(there are a few of these) 

Quickbooks / Sage SAP/ Oracle 



Even after sifting through the vastness of google search results, you’ll still want to 
evaluate which “modern, web-based ERP for manufacturing” software (and support
provider) is best for your company.

Contact our sales team if you’d like an evaluation matrix that compares different 
options to Cetec ERP in as  impartial and transparent a manner as we could muster. 
You should consider 
factors like:

Is it user friendly? 

What is the net cost? Any hidden costs or fees? What about soft costs?

How innovative is the technology under the hood?

How friendly and knowledgeable and direct are the support staff?

Is it full featured and fully integrated? What about accounting/financials?

Can it handle my unique production tracking requirements?

Is it a full manufacturing system or just a plug-in?

Is it flexible and customizable? Is it expensive to customize?

Is it a good fit for my particular manufacturing industry?



Cetec ERP NetSuite / Acumatica
Sage100c / 

Quickbooks / MiSys /
 Fishbowl

Plex MFG / Infor
 Syteline CloudSuite Odoo E2 / Job Boss / 

Visual / RealTrak
Epicor / GlobalShop

 / IQMS

Ease of 
implementation?   

Free Trial Of System
Offered?

Free Trial of complete 
integrated system, all 

modules included 
out-of- box

Easy Medium Easy Hard Easy Medium Hard

Trial offered for 
quickbooks online, 

not for MiSys or 
Fishbowl

No free trial offeredFree trial not offered Free trial offered 
(limited modules) No free trial offered No free trial offered

100% Web- Browser? 100% web-native 100% web-native 100% web-nativeQB Online is
web-native

Plex MFG is web-native /
 Infor "CloudSuite" 

is web "capable"

Some versions are 
web capable Not web-based

Upfront License 
Fees/Contracts 
Required?

None None NoneYes, expensive 
and high risk

Yes, expensive 
and high risk

Yes, expensive 
and high riskYes, but lower cost

Recurring Costs? $40/user/month $125/user/month $105/user/month $500/user/month $25/user/month $100/user/month $250/user/month

Implementation Costs? Low Low Low Low MedHigh High

Includes Accounting
 Built-in?

Fully integrated 
accounting

Fully integrated
accounting

Fully integrated 
accounting

Fully integrated 
accounting

Stand-alone 
accounting

Weak accounting (often 
supplemented by 

standalone QB or Sage)

Weak accounting (often 
supplemented by 

standalone QB or Sage)

Support Experience
Excellent direct 

support, excellent 
VAR network

Large / uncaring direct 
support, stronger VAR 

network

Poor direct support, 
strong VAR network

Med direct support, 
stronger VAR network

Poor direct support, 
strong community 

network, VAR support
Med direct support Large / uncaring

support

Includes MFG Built-In? MFG is bolt-on MFG is a bolt-on Fully integrated
manufacturing

Fully integrated
manufacturing MFG is a bolt-on Fully integrated 

manufacturing
Fully integrated 
manufacturing

Robustness of 
Production & 
Inventory Features

N/A (bolt-on) Small biz MFG level Enterprise-caliber
MFG richness

Enterprise-caliber
MFG richness N/A (bolt-on) N/A (bolt-on) Med-caliber MFG 

richness


